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Winslow and Ward Chipman. " Don't try to tell me all the Loyalists
want to leave this country," he said.
" That's our considered opinion," Mrs. Byles said.
" Oh, but there's no need," Thompson assured her. " The peace
treaty hasn't been signed yet. It certainly won't be signed for another
year, and may never be signed. General Garleton says he'll resign
from the army if the King agrees to the independence of these people."
" Peace treaty or no peace treaty," Mrs. Byles said, %* we can never
live peacefully with rebels, Benjamin I They'll never let us. Besides;
we don't want to."
Thompson turned to me. " Is that true, Oliver ? "
" Every word of it," I said, " and much more besides. Our souls
wouldn't be our own if we tried to live in our old homes. The rebels
are so intolerant that they'd bar us from all businesses and professions.
If we couldn't buy food, they'd laugh at us and let us starve. You'll
find a report attached to the record of every Loyalist regiment in those
documents. I wrote 'em after talking to the officers and men, or after
communicating with them by letter."
Thompson pulled his chair closer to the table and ran through the
pile of papers. The regimental names at the top of each sheet brought
back poignantly to me the long hours I'd spent with those loyal troops
in their camps on Long Island and Staten Island or on letters to far-off
camps in the south.
When Thompson finished the last sheet and thoughtfully shuffled
the heap into a neat pile, Mrs. Byles wagged her finger at him.
" Benjamin," she said, " Clinton thought these plans were all poppy-
cock 1 He thought the numbers of Loyalists driven from their homes
were all bosh and tarradiddle. Those numbers were counted and
estimated by Ned Winslow and Oliver Wiswell, Benjamin, and you
never knew either of them to be anything but conservative in their
statements. Clinton wouldn't------"
Thompson rose gracefully to his feet. " Clinton, dear lady, was a
consummate ass 1 Germaine liked him, but not I. Too often did I
have to bear the brunt of Germaine's mistakes, and take the blame
on my own shoulders."
He spoke deferentially to Colonel Winslow. " Colonel, may I have
the loan of these papers for a short time ? I'd like to bring them to
General Carleton's attention immediately."
" I need those papers for reference," Chipman protested. " If the
general gets his hands on 'em, it may be years before any one sees 'em
again 1 "
" Carleton's not Clinton," Thompson said. " You'll have your
papers back in half an hour. I guarantee it I "
He wasn't even half an hour. In ten minutes he came back to us,